
AGENDA  MAY 25-27, 2021
LABEST CONFERENCE HOSTED BY UCLA TDG

Pacific 
Time

11:00AM 
PST

11:30AM 
PST

11:35AM 
PST

12:00PM 
PST

1:00PM 
PST

AMGEN  
AUDITORIUM

11:00AM   
UCLA CHANCELLOR GENE BLOCK  
WELCOME ADDRESS

11:00AM  – 11:30AM   
KEYNOTE ADDRESS: “WHY LA”
• Eric Esrailian, Chief, Vatche and Tamar Manoukian  

Division of Digestive Diseases, UCLA Health
• Gene Sykes, Managing Director, Goldman Sachs 

11:30AM  – 11:35AM  
OPENING REMARKS  
David Piacquad, Senior Vice President, Business 
Development, Amgen

12:00PM – 1:15PM
MEET LEADERS IN THE BUSINESS OF LIFE SCIENCES 
Moderator: Arie Belldegrun, Chief Executive Officer,  
Bellco Capital
• Christi Shaw, Chief Executive Officer,  

Kite, a Gilead Company
• David Chang, Chief Executive Officer, Allogene  

Therapeutics
• Craig Gordon, Partner, Capital Group
• Daphne Koller, Chief Executive Officer, InSitro
• Levi Garraway, Chief Medical Officer, Genentech 

KITE, A GILEAD COMPANY  
AUDITORIUM

11:00AM   
UCLA CHANCELLOR GENE BLOCK  
WELCOME ADDRESS

11:00AM  – 11:30AM   
KEYNOTE ADDRESS: “WHY LA”
• Eric Esrailian, Chief, Vatche and Tamar Manoukian  

Division of Digestive Diseases, UCLA Health
• Gene Sykes, Managing Director, Goldman Sachs 

11:30AM  – 11:35AM  
OPENING REMARKS  
David Piacquad, Senior Vice President, Business 
Development, Amgen

1:00PM – 1:45PM
CIRM STRATEGIC PRIORITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
BEYOND 2020
Moderator: S. Thomas Carmichael, Professor & 
Frances Stark Endowed Chair, Department of 
Neurology; Acting Director, Broad Stem Cell 
Research Center
• Maria Millan, President and CEO, California Institute  

for Regenerative Medicine
• Andy McMahon, Director, Eli and Edythe Broad  

CIRM Center for Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell  
Research at USC

• John Zaia, Director of the Center for Gene Therapy,  
City of Hope

• Al Rowlett, CEO, Turning Point Community Programs

THE LUNDQUIST INSTITUTE STARTUP 
AUDITORIUM

11:00AM   
UCLA CHANCELLOR GENE BLOCK  
WELCOME ADDRESS

11:00AM  – 11:30AM   
KEYNOTE ADDRESS: “WHY LA”
• Eric Esrailian, Chief, Vatche and Tamar Manoukian  

Division of Digestive Diseases, UCLA Health
• Gene Sykes, Managing Director, Goldman Sachs 

11:30AM  – 11:35AM  
OPENING REMARKS  
David Piacquad, Senior Vice President, Business 
Development, Amgen

11:35AM – 12:20PM  
GROWTH AND RETENTION OF BIOTECH START-UPS  
IN LOS ANGELES  
Moderator: Peter Moglia, Co-CEO and Co-Chief 
Investment Officer, Alexandria Real Estate Eq
• Bassil Dahiyat, Chief Executive Officer, Xencor
• Jacob Berlin, Chief Executive Officer, Terray  

Therapeutics
• Richard Markus, Chief Executive Officer, Dantari  

Pharmaceuticals
• JJ Kang, Chief Executive Officer, Appia Bio
• �Dave Licata, President and CEO, 1200 Pharma and  

TORL BioTherapeutics

OVER 25 STARTUP  
COMPANIES PITCHING

DETAILS TBA

TUESDAY, MAY 25, 2021 (1 of 2)

CONTINUED
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LABEST CONFERENCE HOSTED BY UCLA TDG

3:00PM– 5:00PM  
TIME TO EXPLORE THE LABEST EXHIBITOR BOOTHS,  

PEARL COHEN POSTER PLAZA,  
LOUNGE TALKS AND JUJAMA NETWORKING

1:30PM 
PST

2:00PM 
PST

2:30PM 
PST

3:00PM 
PST

5:00PM 
PST

TUESDAY, MAY 25, 2021 (2 of 2)

AMGEN  
AUDITORIUM

1:30PM – 2:15PM
AMGEN R&D / ACADEMIC STRATEGIES 
Moderator: John Mazziotta, Vice Chancellor  
UCLA Health Sciences, CEO of UCLA Health
Amgen Panelists:
• Ray Deshaies, Head of Global Research
• Philip Tagari, Head of Therapeutic Discovery Research
• Tara Arvedson, Executive Director Oncology Research  

& Global Fastlane Network Lead
• Chetan Goudar, Vice President of Process Development
• Saptarsi Haldar, Vice President Cardiometabolic  

Disorders 

2:30PM – 3:00PM
UCLA PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHTS PRESENTATIONS

3:00PM – 4:00PM
UCLA PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHTS LOUNGE 
ROUNDTABLE

KITE, A GILEAD COMPANY  
AUDITORIUM

2:00PM – 2:30PM
HOW KITE, A GILEAD COMPANY IS BUILDING A 
GLOBAL CAR-T FRANCHISE OUT OF LOS ANGELES
�Moderator: Antonio Bernardo, Dean and  
John E. Anderson Chair in Management, UCLA 
Anderson School of Management
Kite, a Gilead Company Panelists:
• Francesco Marincola, Global Head of Cell Therapy  

Research
• Frank Neumann, Global Head of Clinical Development
• Matt Hostetler, Vice President and Head of Human  

Resources
• Mert Aktar, Vice President and Head of Corporate  

Development

2:30PM – 3:00PM
CITY OF HOPE PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHTS 
PRESENTATIONS

3:00PM – 4:00PM
CITY OF HOPE PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHTS LOUNGE 
ROUNDTABLE

THE LUNDQUIST INSTITUTE STARTUP 
AUDITORIUM

OVER 25 STARTUP  
COMPANIES PITCHING

DETAILS TBA
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 2021 (1 of 2)

CONTINUED

KITE, A GILEAD COMPANY  
AUDITORIUM

11:00AM – 11:30AM  
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Martin Jarmond, The Alice and Nahum Lainer Family 
Director of Athletics, UCLA

12:00PM – 12:45PM  
STARTUP ENGINES: ACADEMIC – INDUSTRY 
PARTNERSHIPS 
Moderator: Ildiko Csiki, Chief Commercial R&D 
Officer, City of Hope
• Michelle Kim-Danely, SVP Operations, Autobahn Labs
• Sunil Sharma, Physician in Chief Translational Genomics  

Research Institute and Professor of Medicine,  
City of Hope

• John Delaney, Executive Director, Research at Amgen
• Mike Caligiuri, President, City of Hope National  

Medical Center
• Mary Beth Campbell, Director of Corporate  

Partnerships, Caltech

THE LUNDQUIST INSTITUTE STARTUP 
AUDITORIUM

11:00AM – 11:30AM  
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Martin Jarmond, The Alice and Nahum Lainer Family 
Director of Athletics, UCLA

OVER 25 STARTUP  
COMPANIES PITCHING

DETAILS TBA

9:00AM 
PST

11:00AM 
PST

11:30AM 
PST

12:00PM 
PST

12:30PM 
PST

9:00AM– 11:00AM  
TIME TO EXPLORE THE LABEST EXHIBITOR BOOTHS,  

PEARL COHEN POSTER PLAZA,  
LOUNGE TALKS AND JUJAMA NETWORKING

AMGEN  
AUDITORIUM

11:00AM – 11:30AM  
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Martin Jarmond, The Alice and Nahum Lainer Family 
Director of Athletics, UCLA

11:30AM – 12:15PM 
ADVANCING INCLUSIVE RESEARCH
Moderator: Jamie Freedman, Sr. Vice President 
US Medical Affairs, Genentech
• Dave Whelan, CEO, BioscienceLA
• Karol Watson, Director of the UCLA Women’s  

Cardiovascular Health Center
• Narimon Honarpour, Vice President and Head of  

Translational Medicine, Amgen
• Melissa Archer, Director, Clinical Trials Office at the  

Keck School of Medicine of USC

12:30PM – 1:15PM
MOVING MICROBES FROM BENCH TO BEDSIDE 
Moderator: Elaine Hsiao, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Integrative Biology and Physiology,  
De Logi Chair in Biological Sciences, Division of 
Digestive Diseases, UCLA
• Sarkis Mazmanian, Luis B. & Nelly Soux Professor of  

Microbiology, Caltech
• Denise Kelly, Investment Advisor, Seventure Partners
• Nikole Kimes, CEO, Siolta Therapeutics
• Raja Dhir, Co-Founder & Co-CEO, Seed
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3:00PM– 5:00PM  
TIME TO EXPLORE THE LABEST EXHIBITOR BOOTHS,  

PEARL COHEN POSTER PLAZA,  
LOUNGE TALKS AND JUJAMA NETWORKING

1:00PM 
PST

1:30PM 
PST

2:00PM 
PST

2:20PM 
PST

2:30PM 
PST

3:00PM 
PST

5:00PM 
PST

AMGEN  
AUDITORIUM

1:30PM – 2:15PM
VENTURE CAPITAL AND SYNDICATION  
IN LOS ANGELES 
Moderator: Deborah Palestrant,  
Head of 4:59 Ventures
• Helen S. Kim, Senior Managing Director, Vida Ventures
• Yinghong Gao, Venture Partner, Viva BioInnovator
• Sean Harper, Partner, Westlake Village BioPartners
• Kevin Barrett, Partner, Freeflow 
• Nina Kjellson, General Partner, Canaan Partners

2:20PM – 3:00PM
UCLA PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHTS PRESENTATIONS

3:00PM – 4:00PM
UCLA PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHTS LOUNGE 
ROUNDTABLE

KITE, A GILEAD COMPANY  
AUDITORIUM

1:00PM – 1:45PM
IMMUNO-ONCOLOGY 2021 AND BEYOND
�Moderator: Mike Teitell, Professor and Director, 
UCLA Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center
• Robert Rickert, SVP, Chief Scienific Officer, Cancer  
   Immunology Discovery, Pfizer
• Yvonne Chen, Co-Director, Tumor Immunology  
   Program, Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center, UCLA
• Mohamed Abou-el-Enein, Exec. Director, Joint USC/ 
   CHLA Cell Therapy Program, USC
• Steven Rosen, Chief Scientific Officer, City of Hope
• �Ute Dugan, Chief Medical Officer, The Parker Institute  

for Cancer Immunotherapy

2:00PM – 2:15PM
PEARL COHEN POSTER AWARDS 
Mark Cohen Senior Partner

2:30PM – 3:00PM
USC PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHTS PRESENTATIONS

3:00PM – 4:00PM
USC PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHTS LOUNGE ROUNDTABLE

THE LUNDQUIST INSTITUTE STARTUP 
AUDITORIUM

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 2021 (2 of 2)

OVER 25 STARTUP  
COMPANIES PITCHING

DETAILS TBA
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THE LUNDQUIST INSTITUTE STARTUP 
AUDITORIUM

11:00AM – 11:30AM  
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Anne Rimoin, Professor, Dept. of Epidemiology,  
UCLA School of Public Health

11:30AM  – 11:35AM  
OPENING REMARKS  
William Mitchell, Founding Partner, Sequel Venture 
Partners, LLC and Chair of UCLA TDC Board of Directors

OVER 25 STARTUP  
COMPANIES PITCHING

DETAILS TBA

9:00AM 
PST

11:00AM 
PST

11:30AM 
PST

11:35AM 
PST

12:30PM 
PST

AMGEN  
AUDITORIUM

11:00AM – 11:30AM  
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Anne Rimoin, Professor, Dept. of Epidemiology,  
UCLA School of Public Health

11:30AM  – 11:35AM  
OPENING REMARKS  
William Mitchell, Founding Partner, Sequel Venture 
Partners, LLC and Chair of UCLA TDC Board of Directors

12:30PM – 1:15PM 
EMERGING THERAPEUTICS IN NEUROSCIENCE
Moderator: Robert Pacifici, Chief Scientific Officer, 
CHDI Foundation and TDG Board Member
• Dan Geschwind, Gordon and Virginia MacDonald  

Distinguished Professor, Neurology Psychiatry and  
Human Genetics, UCLA

• Linda Liau, Chair of the UCLA Department of  
Neurosurgery and Director of the UCLA Brain Tumor 
Program, UCLA 

• Richard Ransohoff, Partner, Third Rock Ventures
• Greg Rippon, Vice President, Chief Medical Partner  

Neurology, USMA, Genentech
• Viviana Gradinaru, Professor of Neuroscience &  

Biological Engineering, Caltech

KITE, A GILEAD COMPANY  
AUDITORIUM

11:00AM – 11:30AM  
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Anne Rimoin, Professor, Dept. of Epidemiology,  
UCLA School of Public Health

11:30AM  – 11:35AM  
OPENING REMARKS  
William Mitchell, Founding Partner, Sequel Venture 
Partners, LLC and Chair of UCLA TDC Board of Directors

11:35AM – 12:30PM  
HOSPITAL CEOS SHARING INNOVATIONS 
Moderator: Judy Fortin, Executive Director  
of Communications UCLA Health & David Geffen 
School of Medicine
• Johnese Spisso, President, UCLA Health;  

CEO, UCLA Hospital System;  
Associate Vice Chancellor, UCLA Health Sciences

• Tom Priselac, CEO, Cedars Sinai Health System
• Rod Hanners, CEO, Keck Medicine of USC
• Elaine Batchlor, CEO, MLK Community Healthcare

THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2021 (1 of 2)

9:00AM– 11:00AM  
TIME TO EXPLORE THE LABEST EXHIBITOR BOOTHS,  

PEARL COHEN POSTER PLAZA,  
LOUNGE TALKS AND JUJAMA NETWORKING

CONTINUED
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3:00PM– 5:00PM  
TIME TO EXPLORE THE LABEST EXHIBITOR BOOTHS,  

PEARL COHEN POSTER PLAZA,  
LOUNGE TALKS AND JUJAMA NETWORKING

1:00PM 
PST

1:30PM 
PST

2:30PM 
PST

3:00PM 
PST

5:00PM 
PST

THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2021 (2 of 2)

AMGEN  
AUDITORIUM

1:30PM – 2:15PM
AMGEN VENTURES AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT  
IN LOS ANGELES 
Moderator: Rajit Malhotra, Executive Chairman  
of AmperSand Biopharmaceuticals and TDG  
Board Member
Amgen Panelists:
• Jessica Droge, Vice President of Business Development
• Rachna Khosla, Vice President of Business Development
• Janis Naeve, Executive Director
• Casey Capparelli, Executive Director, Strategy
• Carlyn Crisostomo, Executive Director, Technology  

Strategy & Innovation

2:30PM – 3:00PM
CITY OF HOPE PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHTS 
PRESENTATIONS

3:00PM – 4:00PM
CITY OF HOPE PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHTS LOUNGE 
ROUNDTABLE

KITE, A GILEAD COMPANY  
AUDITORIUM

1:00PM – 1:45PM
SCALING GENE & CELL THERAPIES TO REACH MORE  
PATIENTS GLOBALLY
�Moderator: Gregory Theyel, Director, Biomedical  
Manufacturing Network
• Chuck Calderaro, Head of Technical Operations,  

Kite, a Gilead Company
• Alison Moore, Chief Technical Officer, Allogene  

Therapeutics
• Joe Gold, Manufacturing Director at the Center for   

Biomedicine & Genetics at Beckman Research  
Institute, City of Hope

• Robert Deans, Chief Scientific Officer, Synthego

2:30PM – 3:00PM  
CALTECH AND CEDARS-SINAI PROFESSOR 
SPOTLIGHTS PRESENTATIONS

3:00PM – 4:00PM  
CALTECH AND CEDARS-SINAI PROFESSOR 
SPOTLIGHTS LOUNGE ROUNDTABLE

THE LUNDQUIST INSTITUTE STARTUP 
AUDITORIUM

OVER 25 STARTUP  
COMPANIES PITCHING

DETAILS TBA


